Helsinki October 4th 2011
Dear Confirmand,

International Confirmation training, Kv52
July 3.-13. 2012

(Confirmation on Friday, July 13. at 2pm)
International Confirmation training, Kv53
July 14.-24. 2012
(Confirmation on Tuesday, July 24. at 2pm)
International Confirmation training, Kv54
July 25.-August 4. 2012
(Confirmation on Saturday, August 4. at 2pm)
Welcome to your confirmation training, which has now officially began! It will be an unforgettable experience! In Finland the duration of confirmation training is at least six months which entails about 80 hours of various methods of training. Everyone will be joining the confirmation training activities.
The confirmation training consists of different stages. During the beginning of this first stage, we would now like you to get in touch with your local parish and participate in its activities. As each community is different, their activities varies slightly at times. Please contact your pastor or the congregational youth worker and make an appointment with them. You can contact them via e-mail or search the information from the Internet at www.evl.fi (only in Finland). Please do this within two weeks of receiving this letter. 

During the appointment, please, discuss the ways you can take part in the parish activities, so that it will follow the confirmation training plan. The hours of activities required are from 12 to 20. Please take this letter and your congregation’s contact card with you to the appointment. When you have discussed your options with the pastor, please write to me and tell me about your plans. I will reply to your letter as soon as possible. The letter is also an excellent way to ask questions and express any concerns that you might have. We are looking forward to hearing from you during this winter and spring. Do this within two weeks after having received this letter, please.
The second stage is home study. You’ll have it in our learning group in moodle. You’ll find the pages on www.nuortenkeskus.fi  (->International Confirmation training  ->moodle). On the moodle front page in the up-right corner is kirjaudu sisään or sign in. Your username (käyttäjätunnus) is your first name + 3 first letters of your last name (in my case it is elisekyt). The password (salasana) is to the first sign in to everyone Poyhola+your Conf. training number (if you are at Kv52 you password is Poyhola+kv52) please note that it needs at least one big letter, numbers and so called special marks +?!- and minimum 8 marks all together. When you sign in you need to change your password. On the pages you can see all the members of your Confirmation training, after these first tasks you’ll have more later. Everyone needs to do these tasks!
There will be about 50 members in one confirmation training, from all over Finland and from around the world. All camps will have two main teaching groups (Finnish and English speaking), which the teachers will divide into smaller groups. Additionally, there will be five teachers, an assistant teacher and ten group leaders.
In May, we will be sending you more information about the camp programme and a list of things to bring with you. Additionally, there will be instructions on how to get to the camp. Alternatively, you can visit the following websites for trains and busses: www.vr.fi, www.matkahuolto.fi or find the confirmation training centre Pöyhölä from our website www.nuortenkeskus.fi. If you have any questions, please contact us. 

I would like to give you a little bit of an insight into our organisation. My name is Elise and I work as a Training Secretary in the Evangelical Lutheran Association for Youth in Finland (Nuorten Keskus). I’ll be staying in touch with you regarding home studies / tasks. So this is one part of my work. I’ll be on one of our Confirmation Trainers. I live in Helsinki and my hobbies are i.e. cycling, reading, I am a scout (or brownie), I like to do many different things with my hands. I was on my Confirmation training also in Pöyhölä! 
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I wish you all the best!

Yours,

Elise Kyttä, Training Secretary, Deacon (master of Social Services)
NUORTEN KESKUS RY

Liisankatu 27 A 5

00170 Helsinki    
Phone. +358 9 6229 6722 or mobile +358 40 731 8578
elise.kytta@nuortenkeskus.fi

www.nuortenkeskus.fi
